The Peerless Iron Works Company & the DeLand Warboats
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This company apparently installed an armored pilothouse on DeLand’s US Army WW2 harbor tugboat ST479 “Tiger” just prior to shipping it to Europe around May of 1944…or shipped it to the AMC for them to do it.  Little is known and few records exist...later on perhaps the firm moved to Pennsylvania? Two facts make this unusual:  (1) they had to cut out and remove the just installed (!) pilothouse and (2) the extra delay possibly prevented this boat from being shipped to Normandy in time to assist in the bridgework at Omaha Beach and Normandy invasion support….at a time when the Army desperately needed every boat they could get.  Two other boats are known to have been modified in this way inclusive of one other DeLand built boat.  The entire pilot house is non-magnetic, indicating the .75” solid steel was heat tempered! 
I can find no mention of this upgrade anywhere!  It would have been effective against small arms fire and completely covered the sides and rear wall even to the point it covered up the previously existing door
into the captain’s cabin.  
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Local Company Listings: 
Peerless Iron Works (1940 and 1949) were located at 88 Lincoln Avenue (adjacent and to the east of the Site across Lincoln Avenue).

1950 · ‎Iron industry and trade
NEW YORK JAMESTOWN Graves & Son Boiler Mfg . Co. , Inc. , 224 W. 11th St. ... New York Engineering Co. , 75 West St. Peerless Iron Works , 88 Lincoln Ave.

One legal document about a lawsuit circa 1920’s with this firm’s name exists. 

 ********************************************************
Our records indicate we gave this boat to the Army in early May of 1944; a dated stamped brass tag on the main control panel indicates 4 30 1944 for a completion and turn over date.  Having had the engine installed in Jacksonville, it would probably have come up the intra-coastal waterway to New York City on its own power where a converted WW1 battleship had been converted into a massive crane ship lifted two of them at a time to the rear of a Victory or Liberty ship bound for Europe.  But prior to this the upgrade pilot house had to be installed. 

This firm almost certainly  did the upgrade armor pilot house replacement…very possibly pre-fabricated…and installed it on US Army ST479…and undoubtedly others as well as we have photos of two others…and one of them was another Deland built tug.  

Stenciled on an adjacent panel to the pilothouse steel wall in the doorway now a closet:  

US Army Inspector

Peerless Iron Works 

88 Lincoln Avenue

Bronx, New York, NY 

For 85 ft steel tugs 

Contract-

W33-082-TC-2186 
It is also certainly possible the upgraded pilot house was shipped to Florida for them to cut out the one they had just installed…and then install the armored version with five windows. If that happened my guess is there was humor all around the old AMC site… Our original photo below showing the original as built 8 window configuration is dated Feb 27, 1944.  It certainly would seem strange for them to pay the cost to ship the steel pilot house down to Florida…as they knew it was coming to New York soon anyway thus they would save that expense.  But the upgrade install, at a time when the US Army was desperate for boats at Normandy, makes little sense anyway…but the existing composite was very thin. Basically two 1/16th thick steel sheets with some kind of soft and lighter filler in a pressed plate.  
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Timing: Was Tiger at Normandy?
The Army had ST479 in Jacksonville early in May, but D-Day was only 5 weeks away. The tugs might have done isolated recovery work on D-Day, but most records reflect they began on D-Day=1 at 07:00.  They would work constantly building the “mulberries” or portable docks, off Omaha and the other beaches.  But only for twelve days.  A major storm came in and wrecked the work at Omaha with only bits and pieces being used to repair the less damaged docks at the British areas of Gold, Juno….so the definition of “working the Normandy area” for the tugs pretty much stops there…but…it all moved to Cherbourg where our ST344...which certainly worked at Normandy...hit a mine killing all ten crew.  And of course, ST479 could have been involved in numerous operations in support of the actual work on the beaches. 
So ST479 could have left Jacksonville for the trip north to New York City around the first of May and I would have to think that would take a week. 

If they were prepared, and a liberty or victory ship were just ready to depart, she would have been lifted onto the rear of the boat with another one beside her for balance.  This is how all of them made it there with the exception of a few that came over being towed.  My pal John Higgins pointed out today that the Victory ship would make England from New York City in about 12-14 days with its better engines while the Liberty ship was a bit slower.  So let’s budget two weeks here. That still gives two weeks to D-Day…but she could have arrived late and still helped.  
As I had originally thought, ST479 could have been there in time to help out at Normandy if there were no hiccups and all went well.  And, if the upgrade armor was installed at DeLand prior to her moving to Jacksonville the above still works well.  The unknown is: if the work was done in NYC, then how long would that have taken?  If only a few days…she still might have been there to help out. 

We have no definitive proof she was there.  But she certainly might have been…more research, even in British Records, may yet reveal the answer!  
As of now, we have no crew information, or arrival date in Europe, or details of exactly what she did to help the effort…but she was there until the end of the war and sold off like all of the others.  But, the upgrade armor added even more weight to a seriously top heavy situation…making her survival even more of a miracle with her original Clark Engine and original superstructure.  She’s the only WW2 Army small harbor tug with wartime experience in the USA today. 
Dan Friend   Jan 1, 2024 

PEERLESS IRON WORKS INC  

Company Number 268310

Active

28 April 1949 (over 73 years ago)

Company Type

Business Corporation

Jurisdiction

Pennsylvania (US)
Branch

Branch of New York (US) company

Registered Address

C/O C T CORP SYS 123 S BROAD ST

PHILADELPHIA

0 -0

PA

USA

Agent Name

Secretary of State

Directors / Officers
Secretary of State, agent
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Typical version of the upper pilot house front is rounded.

i

But ST479... and apparently others as shown ...had six
flat plate segments which formed a semi-circular front.

Another company built
Design 327 boat ST 542 with
very possible straight
upper segmented panels
...just like ST479 Tiger!

VERY POSSIBLE DESIGN 327 original variation...dual
ertical posts on the lower front AND a segmented semi

circle of flat o Iates on the ilot hOuse.’ SOEKAHADII; ex ST 542 (design 327) photo.

It was thought she had her upper pilothouse rebuilt...but... DeLand boat ST674 built
maybe not! Check these other two boats out...perhaps shortly after ST479..she also
it was a design option? And please note all three boats appears to have the segmented panels
have the very rare vertical posts on the lower front as well! on the pilot house..but a rounded lower
...and the lower front is definitely rounded. front...just like in the other photos!

479 was known as Mico from 1948 — 1988.
This photo also shows the original complete
rear area later modified.

= TOEMAR; ex ST 674 (design 327)



Could this be the same firm that had earlier worked at the 88 Lincoln Avenue Site…then moved to PA in 1949?  Maybe!  
This was a panel I created early on as we tried to solve the mystery about the upper pilot house.
The internet records said that the pilothouse had been rebuilt due to damage from a German grenade…but clearly this was not a field repair and evidence now proves the point.  
